
   

 
 

February	  7	  
Teacher	  vs.	  Rabbi	  

 
Day 1: When you take a college course, the professor distributes a syllabus outlining 
what will be studied, what’s required to receive a specific grade and what you can 
expect when you’ve completed the course. A specific path is outlined and your 
position as a student (“A” student, “B” student, etc.) is clearly laid out. Relating to 
Jesus more as a teacher or rule giver can lead us to a faith that resembles following 
a course syllabus: Be baptized, believe certain things, pray, go to church, walk an 
aisle, do Bible studies. Maybe we aren’t concerned with assignments – we’ve said a 
prayer so we are counting on being exempt. What is missing? Read Mark 10:19-21. 
This man was pleased with what he was hearing from Jesus until it got real. Jesus 
took it to the heart and to “follow”. The young man was working his way through the 
syllabus in order to get the grade- not to become a different person. Read Matt. 
15:8-9. Ask God today, “Where is my heart?”  
 
Day 2: Student vs. Disciple. As a student you gain information, knowledge, and 
insight from your teacher. You may even be influenced by your teacher and admire 
him/her. You add what you receive from them to your own understanding and seek 
to know what they know. A disciple seeks to be completely changed by his/her 
rabbi; to have their own thoughts, mind, attitudes, understanding, behaviors, and 
very heart transformed to be like that of their rabbi. How might relating to Jesus as 
rabbi change how you follow him? Read 2 Peter 1:3-4. Through our relationship with 
Jesus and the Spirit of God living in us we can become like our Rabbi and cultivate a 
heart like His. This is what our Rabbi is calling us to. Do you believe in the power of 
transformation of the heart for your life today?   
Pray: Father, help me to relate to Jesus as my rabbi. I want to follow as a disciple and 
to be completely changed. Form in my heart the heart of Christ himself. Begin the work 
in me to transform my heart that I may become like my Rabbi.  
 
 
Day 3: Asking the right questions. Remember the WWJD movement? Bracelets 
and bumper stickers that were supposed to cause us to pause and ask ourselves 
the question, “What would Jesus do?” The premise is amazing; to pause before we 
do something or say something and consider what Jesus would do in that situation. 
But focusing on what Jesus would do bypasses a key element. Since Jesus is 
involved, we can be assured the missing piece in this is the heart. Identifying what 
Jesus would do is an important first step, but to bring this to a heart level we must 

seek to understand His heart. The shift from focusing on the act to the heart behind 
the action allows His heart to be cultivated in our own. What kind of heart would 
respond to a leper with a touch instead of repelling away in disgust? What kind of 
heart would talk to a Samaritan woman like she mattered? Read 2 Cor. 3:5-6. “..the 
letter of the law kills but the spirit gives life.” The heart (or spirit) behind the act 
gives life to transformation. Choose one of Jesus’ teachings and read it with fresh 
eyes. What does this reveal about Jesus’ heart? “What does Jesus want for you, at a 
heart level, through this teaching? Write down what God reveals to you. 
 
Day 4: “What do you want?” Read John 1:37-42. As Travis shared with us in the 
message, the two disciples began following Jesus and as they did he asked them, 
“What do you want?” The way they answer seems like they were surprised by the 
attention and the question, “Uhhh, where are you staying?” They could have been a 
bit more complimentary, “Where did you get that awesome robe?” Despite what 
might have been inability to express what they truly wanted, their response in 
following revealed that they believed they had found the Messiah and everything 
was about to change. Imagine Jesus turning to you and asking the simple question, 
“What do you want?” Is it a problem solved? Is it a new job or a job? Is it 
happiness? A long, healthy life? What do you want? Spend some time today 
thinking about this. Try not to judge the things that come to mind. As things come to 
mind, write them down.  
 
Day 5: The Jesus Life. Read John 5:39-40 and John10:10 Aren’t you tired of just 
getting by? Trying to live life by managing sin and never making any real 
progress? That isn’t the Jesus life. When Jesus describes giving us “life to the full” 
he is describing a thriving life. The definition of the word thrive is “to grow or 
develop vigorously; flourish.” As we follow Jesus as our rabbi, we find that He shows 
us how best to thrive and flourish. He leads us on a path that transforms our hearts 
to become like His. Look back at the things that you wrote down from yesterday’s 
devo. What do you want? Most likely some things you listed are outcomes of living a 
thriving Jesus life. Others may be things that are found by following a different 
path. Pray: God, you sent Jesus to show me how best to live. In sending Jesus you 
said, “This is what I have to say. He is what I have to say. Listen to Him. Become like 
Him!” Help me to look deeply at how he lived, what he had to say, and what it means 
for me to follow at a heart level. Take my heart and cultivate the heart of Jesus in 
me. Lead me along the path of the thriving life that Jesus came to give me.  
 
 
 
 


